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N o v - D e c 
2 0 1 5  & 
J a n  2 0 1 6

By Jen Farrell, 
Coordinator of Staff and Library Services

In our fast paced world, we live on the 
move, depending on our computers and 
mobile devices to keep us connected to our 
calendar, families, and friends. The Huron 
County Community Library now makes it easy 
to connect with us through all your favorite 
social media platforms. 

By utilizing these platforms, you can stay 
up to date on all the fun and exciting things 
going on at your library. Each month, we post 
the events happening at all our locations on 
Facebook. You can join an event and get a 
reminder it’s coming up! 

But social media isn’t just about event 
reminders. Using social media connects you 
to your library at a more personal level. You 
can see photographs from recent programs, 
stay up to date on our renovations, and more 
on Facebook or Instagram.

Tell us what you are reading or suggest 

programs you’d like to see at your library 
on Twitter.  You can also ask us questions 
through any of our social media channels 
or post your own moments captured in the 
library with the hashtag #HCCL. 

Who doesn’t love Pinterest? We love it so 
much we have a monthly program just for it! 
You can find us on Pinterest to learn about 
the latest best sellers, fun crafts, crazy cat 
memes, and more. Our boards cover all 
ages, from fun apps for kids to the grown up 
geek. 

Find the library on Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, Pinterest, and soon Youtube! 

.com/huroncolib

 @Huroncolib

.com/huroncolib

 @Huroncolib
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Each year, when November rolls around, 
I notice people talking about the things for 
which they are thankful.  A couple years 
back, I was challenged by a Facebook friend 
to post something I was thankful for as my 
Facebook status each day during the month 
of November.  The task was easy for me; I 
have many blessings in my life, a number 
of which are directly related to my job as a 
Library Administrator. 

I am thankful that I am employed by the 
Huron County Community Library, compared 
to many people who are just working 
somewhere until the “right job” comes along.  
The Huron County Community Library is 

a vibrant library system serving a diverse 
population.  Geographically, our library 
service area is the largest in Huron County 
– serving Willard City Schools, and Western 
Reserve and South Central School Districts.  

I am thankful we have loyal patrons who 
regularly use our library for information and 
entertainment needs.  Our programming 
statistics are climbing, because so many 
people, young and old, are attending our book 
discussions, cookbook clubs, storytimes, 
crafternoons, author visits...the list goes on 
and on.  The staff is encouraged by the 
kind words of our patrons who acknowledge 
the effort they put into material selection, 

Giving Thanks 
By Laura Lee Wilson
Huron County Community 
Library Director

Join us for the Willard 
Friends of the 
Library’s Annual Pet 
and Family Pictures 
with Santa on Dec 5, 
9am-12pm & 1-3pm. 

Bring your pet, children, 
or yourself in for a 
photograph with Santa! 

Photographs are taken 

by a professional photographer and 
printed in minutes while you wait. We can 
also email the images to you. 

Photographs start at $5.00. Don’t forget 
from 9am-3pm you can also find some 
goodies during the Cookie Walk.  

**Please note that this year’s event 
will be held at the Lutheran Church 
across from the Willard Memorial 
Library.**

Annual Pet and Family Pictures with Santa in Willard
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Author 
Visit: Beyond 
Bonnets and 
Buggies

Author and blogger Brenda 
Nixon visited the North 
Fairfield and Wakeman 
locations of the Huron 
County Community Library 
in September.  Ms. Nixon 
shared the history of the 
Amish in the United States.  

Ms. Nixon told stories of 
the Amish young people 
she and her husband took 
in when they left the strict 
Swartzentruber order.   
Among these was Harvey, 
now an official part of the 
family – he’s her son-in-
law!  

Along with a PowerPoint 
presentation, she brought 
authentic Amish clothing 
including children’s clothes, 
women’s bonnets and 
men’s straw hats.  

(Continued on Page 3)



Beyond 
Bonnets 
and Buggies 
Continued...

After the presentation, 
there was a question and 
answer period to correct 
some of our patrons’ 
misconceptions about the 
Amish.  For instance, did 
you know there is a group 
of Amish who are allowed 
to drive cars, as long as 
they are black?   Another 
group drives white-topped 
buggies and is one of the 
few groups that ban the 
use of bonnets for women.   

Still curious and want to 
learn more?  Check out 
the book, Beyond Buggies 
and Bonnets: Seven True 
Stories of Former Amish, 
available through your 
library! 

www.huroncolib.org
3

assisting with tech questions (especially 
e-readers), finding materials for homework 
projects and areas of interest, and making 
suggestions about what to read next.  The 
library revolves around the communities we 
serve and the patrons who come into the 
library.  Thank you for valuing the library and 
your support!

I am thankful for a dedicated library staff.  
Many of our staff give of their own time 
to come in early or stay late; they take 
projects home to prepare for programs.  
The library staff often juggles many projects 
while working the public desks. They make 
their job look effortless, but, believe me, 
they carry a heavy load – and they do it with 
a smile.  The staff has persevered through 
many internal challenges, and they are 
working to create a culture of excellence.  We 
are all only human, so mistakes sometimes 
happen, but I can attest that the folks 
helping you from behind the library desk 
are trying their very best.   Thank you to the 
Library Team!  

I am thankful for the industrious Friends 
of the Library groups.  Their sole purpose 
is to support the library by funding special 
projects and programming.  Many thanks to 
our FOLs for their hard work and generosity!

I am thankful for a supportive Board of 
Trustees, which is devoted to offering the 
best library services, programming, and 
materials to our patrons.  Board members 
are not paid for their guidance yet serve 
because of their commitment and belief that 
libraries are essential to thriving communities 
and an educated citizenry.  Thank you for 
your vision! 

As we look forward to 2016, I hope you, too, 
have much to be thankful for and the Huron 
County Community Library makes your list. 

 
Cozy Up With These 
Past Book Club Titles



By Sam Snodgrass, 
Greenwich Branch Librarian

The library is no longer a chamber of silence 
and home to those stereotypical librarian 
“shushers.” The library of the future strives 
to be a bastion in the community where 
friends come to gather and promote a sense 
of togetherness. The library should also be 
known as a place for creating and making. 
Here at the Huron County Community 
Library, we have a number of events that 
promote this sort of culture in the community.

Our monthly Pinterest crafts are 
a fantastic time to get together 
with friends and let one of our 
experienced staff members lead 
you through one of our wonderful take-
home crafts. The best part is that the library 
supplies the materials - just bring yourself 
and a friend!  

The library also offers Book Clubs and 
Cookbook Clubs. The Cookbook Club is a 
particularly good time to visit with friends, 
while enjoying some great food cooked 
up by fellow library patrons. Just grab this 
month’s cookbook at the library, prepare a 
recipe, and bring it in during the scheduled 
program time. There’s no better complement 
to good friends than delicious foods.

Our weekly Storytime continues to be a way 
for families to come together across the 
community, while simultaneously promoting 
early childhood literacy and creativity.

Are you a teen? Keep an eye out for 
our dedicated Teen Programming. We 
have everything from costume parties to 
game nights, and if you’re really lucky you 
might even catch one of our fabled karaoke 
evenings.

We also offer many passive 
or drop-in programs that run 
most of the day and incorporate 
a number of different kinds of 
programs. Drop in for a Block 

Party or a chance to build with the library’s 
LEGO resources. Come catch a newly 
released movie and munch on popcorn. 

No matter what you like to do and who your 
friends are, the library is the place to be!

Have Fun With Friends at the Library
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“ No matter what you 
like to do and who your 
friends are, the library is 

the place to be!” 

Get Involved

We Want to Know

Is there a topic 
you’d like to learn 
more about, an 
expert you’d 
like to meet or 
an activity your 
family would 
enjoy? 

We want to know 
what kinds of 
programs you’d 
like to see at the 
Huron County 
Community 
Library. Send us 
a message on 
Facebook, tweet 
us @huroncolib, 
or stop by one 
of our locations 
and tell your local 
librarian. 

It’s our goal 
to serve our 
community, meet 
your needs, 
and foster your 
interests. Take 
this opportunity 
to get your voice 
heard. We’re 
excited to hear 
your suggestions!



Have Fun With Friends at the Library

By Gail Cummings, 
North Fairfield and Wakeman Branch Librarian

Thanksgiving is coming soon – are you 
ready?    Make it a holiday season to 
remember by turning to the 
library for help!  Bring the kids 
for fun fall crafts and programs, 
all for free.  There are lots of 
craft books available with cute 
ideas that will keep the little 
ones creatively occupied.   

Decorating your home is easy with books 
by Martha Stewart, Williams-Sonoma and 
Valerie Parr Hill, all available at the library!  
Check out some fun movies on DVD and 
BluRay like A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving 
or Garfield Holiday Celebrations.  Try some 
fun family films, too. In Pieces of April, Katie 
Holmes plays an estranged daughter trying 
to host her family for Thanksgiving in her 
grubby city apartment who finds she needs 
the help of her neighbors to pull it off.  In 
Planes, Trains and Automobiles, John Candy 
co-stars as an obnoxious shower curtain ring 
salesman along with Steve Martin who is 
desperately trying to get home to spend the 
holiday with his family.

Is it your first try at cooking Thanksgiving 

dinner for the extended family?  Here’s a 
little hint for you first-time turkey roasters - 
don’t cook the little packet of giblets inside 
the turkey like I did the first time (yes, I 
missed it in the cavity and thought there just 

wasn’t one included.  A common 
mistake, I later learned).  

There are lots of books and 
DVDs at the library that will help 
you plan and execute the perfect 

family get-together on that special day.  For 
hints on food and decorating, try Martha’s 
Classic Thanksgiving on DVD.

Ready for 
Thanksgiving?
Create Special Holiday 
Traditions Using Library 
Resources

“Make it a Thanksgiving 
to remember by turning 

to the library for help!” 
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Author Visit: 
Dr. John 
Becker

Award-winning Ohio 
author, Dr. John Becker, 
visited our Willard 
location in September. 
Dr. Becker shared his 
experiences and passion 
for conservation. Using 
his children’s books and 
his work at the Columbus 
Zoo, Dr. Becker hopes 
to educate the audience  
about what they can do 
to help save endangered 
animals like the cheetah. 

Dr. Becker shared with 
us a variety of his books 
for all ages. He also 
brought with him some 
footage he took while 
traveling in Africa. A fan 
favorite from the day 
was the video of him at 
the Columbus Zoo doing 
research for his book, 
“Frenemies for Life.” The 
video depicted the work 
being done at the zoo for 
cheetah conservation. 

Let us know what other 
authors YOU’d love to 
see at the Huron County 
Community Library 
system. 

Thanksgiving Cookbooks



Winter Can Be Fun... 
By Charlotte Cunningham, 
Youth Services Manager and 
Children’s Program Coordinator

Winter has arrived with all its blustery 
winds and frigid temperatures! It can be 
exasperating to find ways to keep your 
kids busy and entertained during winter 
vacation. Here are a few ideas to help 
make it fun for everyone:

1. Indoor Ice Skating - Grab a couple of 
paper plates; put one under each foot and 
skate! This works best on carpeted floors. 
Clear a space, add some music and skate 
in a circle for some added fun. This is great 
exercise as well as laughter inducing!

2. Build a Cardboard City - This idea is 
great for after the holidays when boxes are 
plentiful. Let your kids color or paint the 
boxes and use their imaginations to make 
their cities come to life.

3. Head Into the Kitchen - There are a lot 
of simple recipes you can try with your 
children. Stone Soup is a great one, and 
you can read a copy of the book while it 
simmers. You could also bake cookies or 
create a hot chocolate bar. Try making 
homemade hot cocoa using simple 
ingredients like sugar, cocoa and milk. Set 
out mini chocolate chips, sprinkles, whipped 
cream, marshmallows or any topping your 
family likes.

4. Pop some popcorn and watch a favorite 
holiday movie. Don’t know what to choose? 
Head to the library and ask a librarian.

5. Check out 25 books from the library and 
wrap them. Starting December 1st, let your 
kids choose a “present” to open and read 
together each day.

6. Play a board game or put a puzzle 
together.

7. Check out some great sites together 
on the Internet. How about visiting a zoo, 
aquarium or museum online?

8. Head outside and make a snowman, 
snow bunny or snow fort! Take a walk and 
enjoy the winter wonderland.

9. Make paper airplanes, write and share a 
story, or go on an indoor scavenger hunt.

10. Start a countdown to Winter Reading! 
Programs start at all our locations on 
January 4th. Join us for fun crafts, activities, 
movies, prizes and more!

I hope you will try a few of the suggestions 
I’ve mentioned. Winter is fun when you 
share it with the ones you love.

www.huroncolib.org

Meet the Team

Linda Wood
Wakeman Branch 

Assistant

Ever since I was old 
enough to get a library 
card,  I have dreamed of 
working at the library. I 
volunteered at the library 
for two years in the 70s, 
which led to a job here 
at the Huron County 
Community Library for 
the last 25 years. 
       
My favorite thing about 
the library is seeing 
the children come in 
excited and happy to be 
here. I also enjoy being 
involved in story time, 
crafternoons, Wii games, 
summer reading and 
monthly crafts.

In my spare time, I love 
to be with my children 
and grandchildren. They 
are the joy of my life. I 
also enjoy gardening, 
reading, traveling, and 
watching Ohio State, the 
Browns, Cavaliers and 
Indians.
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These are merely a select few of the 
events scheduled at your local Huron 
County Community Library. Find the most 
up-to-date calendar and detailed program 
descriptions on our Facebook page and 
website.

Greenwich

Nov 9 @ 5pm - Teen Craft & Snack: 
Pumpkin Turkeys
Nov 18 @ 6pm - Cookbook Club: 
Gooseberry Patch All Through the Seasons
Nov 16 @ 5:30pm - Pinterest Monday: 
Canvas Christmas Craft
Nov 30, 2-4pm - Lego Block Party
Dec 2 @ 6pm - Cookbook Club: Delicious! 
by Ruth Reichl
Dec 14 @ 5pm - Teen Ugly Sweater Party
Dec 19 - Stop in all day to make a fun 
holiday craft!
Dec 21 @ 5:30pm - Pinterest Monday: 
Tree Ornaments
Dec 23 @ 11am - Christmas Movie 
Marathon
Jan 4 @ 5pm - Winter Reading Craft: 
Kumihimo Bracelets
Jan 12, 6-7pm - Getting Started with 
Series: Book Suggestions

North Fairfield

Nov 3 & Nov 4 @ 4 pm:  Make a purse 
from a recycled book!  All materials will be 
provided.  This is a two-session project 
for teens and adults (age 15 and up).  
Registration is required, as space is limited. 
Dec 21 @ 1pm - Christmas fun at the 
library!  Stop in for Christmas crafts, tasty 
refreshments, and prize drawings. All ages. 

Wakeman

Nov 10 @ 6:30pm - Freedom’s Friends: 
the Underground Railroad.  Join us for 
a fascinating program from the Oberlin 
Heritage Center on the events that marked 
Oberlin and northeast Ohio as one of the 
most active stations of the Underground 
Railroad.
Nov 23 & Nov 24 @ 6pm -  Make a purse 
from a recycled book!  All materials will be 
provided.  This is a two-session project 
for teens and adults (age 15 and up).  
Registration is required, as space is limited. 
Dec 5, 2:30-4:30pm - Stop by the library 
during Wakeman’s Christmas in the Village 
Day!  We’ll have fun crafts for kids, tasty 
refreshments, and a visit from Nancy 
Ketchum of Twist of the Wrist Balloons.

www.huroncolib.org
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Meet the Team

Chris Mills
Greenwich Branch 

Assistant

In 1998, I was starting 
a family and decided to 
leave my previous career 
in law enforcement.  
My husband saw an 
ad in the paper for a 
part-time clerk at the 
Greenwich Library and 
encouraged me to apply.  
It’s a decision that I have 
never looked back on 
with regret.  

I love the library and 
believe in it’s mission to 
provide lifelong learning 
to all.  I thoroughly enjoy 
connecting people with 
what they are looking 
for, whether it is a book, 
movie, directions to a 
destination, or an answer 
to a question.

In my spare time, I enjoy 
reading and attending 
my kids’ activities.  I 
am a proud softball and 
marching band mom!



Jan 11, Time TBD - Kumihimo Braid 
Keychain Craft

Willard

Nov 9 @ 10am - Book Discussion: Orphan 
Train by Christina Baker Kline 
Nov 16 @ 6pm - Pinterest Monday - 
Kumihimo Key FOBs. This easy technique 
can be used to make bracelets, necklaces, 
and more. This event will take place at the 
Lutheran Church.
Nov 17 @ 6pm - Awkward Book Club with 
Jo 
Nov 18 @ 6pm - Cook Up a Storm 
Cookbook Club & Book Swap: Taste of 
Home: Holiday and Celebrations. Bring a 
gift-wrapped cookbook from home. We will 
be swapping these “gifts” during the Nov 18 
meeting.

How Stuff 
Works

An award-winning source 
of unbiased, reliable, 
easy-to-understand 
answers and explanations 
of how the world actually 
works.  Check out their 
apps, videos, podcasts 
and informative articles 
on virtually any topic. Visit 
howstuffworks.com to get 
started! 

Greenwich
4 New Street
419-752-7331 ph
419-752-6801 fax
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Nov 19, 5:30-7:30pm - Drop In Craft: Homemade 
Ornaments & Snowman Wine Glass Candle Holder.
Dec 3 @ 6pm - Cupcake Wars: Sheryl from 
Sheryl’s Cookie Jar returns to answer your holiday 
baking and decorating questions. Each person will 
decorate cupcakes and our judge will choose a 
winner to receive a fun prize. Registration required. 
This program will be held at the Lutheran Church.
Dec 14 @ 10am - Book Discussion
Dec 14 @ 6pm - Pinterest Monday
Dec 15 @ 6pm - Awkward Book Club with Jo
Dec 17 @ 6pm - Holiday Wrapping Extravaganza: 
Our talented staff shares some fun ways to make 
this year’s gifts look extra special with a DIY bow 
and other great tips.
Jan 11 @ 10am - Book Discussion
Jan 14 @ 6pm - Essential Oils with Lynette 
Barclay: Lynette will demonstrate how to use 
essential oils and talk about their benefits. 
Jan 19 @ 6pm - Awkward Book Club with Jo
Jan 27 @ 6pm - Cook Up a Storm Cookbook Club

Willard
6 West Emerald St.
419-933-8564 ph
419-933-4783 fax

Wakeman
33 Pleasant Street
440-839-2976 ph
440-839-2560 fax

N. Fairfield
5 East Main Street
419-744-2285 ph
419-744-2115 fax
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